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Academic Regulations for
NCKU International PhD Program in Mind Sciences
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Article 1 These Academic Regulations are established by the NCKU International PhD Program in Mind
Sciences (hereinafter the Program) as a supplement to the NCKU Graduate Student Policies and
Rules and the NCKU Enforcement Rules for Doctoral and Master’s Degree Examinations.
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Article 2 Credit requirements for graduation: Students shall complete a minimum of 20 credits for
graduation from the Program within the designated duration of academic studies (excluding the 12
dissertation credits). The curriculum-credit requirements are prescribed as follows:
(- ) £ F &334 11 84 Compulsory courses with 11 credits
1~ TP Es 3584
Introduction to Science in Mind (three credits)
2~ TRk, 3584
Experimental Design (three credits)
3r TRAHH, (C)CE)ENE )R 48R
Seminar in Special Topic (I) (1) (111) (1V) with four credits
4 The BiE, 1848
Dissertation Writing (one credit)

() REHMIEL > = 2T H > A B 4F 8 247 - Compulsory elective courses with 9
credits selected from at least two research fields among the three major research areas of
specialization listed below.

AF A2 = X FF 7 ¥ 5 1 The three major research areas of specialization include:
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Mind Sciences: such as cognitive neuroscience, including perception, attention, learning,
memory, language, emotion, decision-making, and etc.
2~ Podd g E 4 g B iR 2 s (Developmental Neuroscience )
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Computational Modeling and Applications: such as computational mind sciences, artificial
intelligence, human-computer interaction, human factors engineering, clinical vision science,
and etc.
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Applications for credit waiver or transfer shall be administered according to the relevant NCKU
regulations and shall be approved by the instructors involved or graduate program Chair.
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Program students shall complete a dissertation for graduation. They shall be required to submit
their dissertation proposals for review.
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Article 3 Selection and Responsibility of the Advising Professor:
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Program students shall select a professor from the Program faculty as the dissertation advisor no
later than the first month after the beginning of the enrolled semester. The advisor shall provide
the student with academic and research guidance.
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The graduate program Chair may act as a temporary advisor if necessary.
(Z) HhErpp g/ ETHT o
The selection of the dissertation advisor must be approved by the graduate program Chair.
(e) AL 2@ FEY G #dpFxE-
Program students may request for a change of advisor through the program.
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Avrticle 4 Qualification Examination:
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Program students shall complete a minimum of 20 credits required for graduation before they are
allowed to apply for qualification examination. The dissertation advisor shall recommend a
Program professor as the convener to form a Ph.D. candidate qualification examination committee
(hereinafter to be referred as qualification committee) to administer the evaluation.
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The qualification committee shall consist of three to five members, including the dissertation
advisor. The convener shall recommend potential academics internally or externally of the NCKU
faculty specializing in the dissertation-related discipline to form the committee, which shall be
appointed by the graduate program Chair.
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Program students who fail to pass the qualification examination within four years of academic
studies after enrollment (excluding the study suspension period) shall be suspended from the

Program.
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Program students shall complete and submit “the NCKU International Ph.D. Program in Mind
Sciences Application for Qualification Examination” to the office of the Department of
Psychology to apply for qualification evaluation.
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The qualification examination shall include one article published in an international conference
journal (with a record of traveling abroad as a required document) and a research proposal
submitted by the applicant.
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Applicants shall receive an average grade of over 70 to pass the qualification examination. Should
an applicant fail to pass, the qulaification committee shall decide the subsequent examining
methods and schedule in order for the applicant to process the application.
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Applicants who have passed the qualification evaluation shall not be granted the Ph.D. candidate
status until after the completed grade sheet is submitted to and approved by the Committee of the

NCKU International PhD Program in Mind Sciences.
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Article 5 Dissertation Proposal Oral Examination:
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The Ph.D. candidate should formulate their dissertation title and strategize their dissertation
proposal with their advisor, as well as establish a "Dissertation Proposal Supervisory and
Evaluation Committee” to schedule a dissertation proposal oral examination. After the oral
examination, the candidate should make modifications to their research proposal based on the
suggestions provided by the committee.
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The doctoral degree examining committee shall consist of five to nine members, with a minimum
of one-third appointed externally from non-NCKU faculty. The Program shall select academics
specializing in the dissertation-related discipline and qualified as examiners according to the
relevant NCKU regulations to form the committee, which shall be recommended to the President
for appointment. It should be noted that the advisor shall not act as the convener of the committee.
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Article 6 Dissertation Oral Defense:
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1. i LB =iEE A
The applicant must be a Ph.D. degree candidate.

2. B TE LB E o 2 WEp e kRS B
The dissertation oral defense must be scheduled no earlier than six months after successful

completion of the dissertation proposal oral examination.
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The applicant shall have published at least one academic article as the first author with the
dissertation advisor as a coauthor in a TSSCI, SSCI or SCI journal during the duration of
academic studies. The submission date of the article must be at least nine months after
enrollment, and cannot be replaced by a published or unpublished master's thesis.
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The appllcant must present their dissertation research results in a seminar course.
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The Degree Examination Committee shall be organized in accordance with the following
regulations. The Doctoral Degree Examination Committee shall comprise five to nine members,
with at least one-third of the members (inclusive) being external to the university. Committee
members shall be nominated by the doctoral candidate’s advisor and appointed by the department
chair. Members must possess expertise in the academic field relevant to the doctoral candidate’s
dissertation and meet the qualifications prescribed by the university. The appointment of
committee members is subject to the approval of the University President. However, the doctoral
candidate's advisor shall not serve as the convener of the Doctoral Degree Examination
Committee.
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Applicants are required to complete the "Application Form for Dissertation Rewew for the
International Doctoral Program in Principles and Applications of Mind Science at National Cheng
Kung University" and submit the following documents to the department office for qualification
review and degree examination application:

L g i
Application form for the degree examination.
2. FFESHF 4 o
Academic transcripts for all semesters.
3 Birhvi it o
Draft of the dissertation and abstract.
4, s BX g L2he k2 EiT4 o

Published papers and a list of publications.
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An originality report for the dissertation.
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Upon receipt of the application, the department office will review the applicant’s compliance with
requirements for coursework, credits, qualification examinations, and duration of study.
Applicants who meet all requirements shall be referred to the department chair, who shall appoint
full-time faculty members at the rank of associate professor or above (excluding the advisor) to
form the "Doctoral Degree Qualification Review Committee for the International Doctoral
Program in Principles and Applications of Mind Science." The department chair shall serve as the
convener of the committee. The committee is responsible for reviewing the following materials:
1. BrhiHhyekt
Draft of the dissertation and abstract.
2. 2R m=
Published papers.
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Upon conclusion of the review meeting, the convener of the "Doctoral Degree Qualification
Review Committee for the International Doctoral Program in Principles and Applications of Mind
Science™ shall submit the meeting minutes to the department office as a reference for approving
the degree examination application. The department office shall, within the prescribed timeframe,
submit the following materials to the department chair for approval: the degree examination
application form, documents specified in Article 6, Paragraph 2, the list of degree examination
committee members, the degree examination schedule, the examination budget, and the review
committee meeting minutes. Upon approval by the department chair, the materials shall be
forwarded to the Dean of Academic Affairs for final authorization, after which the degree
examination may proceed.
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The application and examination schedule shall be conducted in accordance with the "Regulations
for Graduate Degree Examinations at National Cheng Kung University."
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Avrticle 7 Any other matters that are not regulated herein shall be administered according to the NCKU
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Enforcement Rules for Doctoral and Master’s Degree Examinations.
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Article 8 These Regulations shall be approved by the Department Affairs Council of the major supporting
department of the Program (the Department of Psychology, College of Social Sciences) before
taking effect. Any amendments shall be processed accordingly.

These regulations were translated from the original Chinese. In the event of any discrepancies between the
two versions, the Chinese always takes precedence.



